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UEENS NEWSOFLUSHING MEADOWS
The Hall of Science will
launch a new initiative
with educational games
and interactive exhibits
about the environment
thanks to a $2 million
Google grant, the museum
announced yesterday.

The program will start
this year. It will include a
new display at the muse-
um’s famed Great Hall to
open in 2014, the 50th
anniversary of the 1964
World’s Fair, for which the
Hall of Science was built.

 Nicholas Hirshon

FLUSHING
Selfhelp Community Servic-
es broke ground yesterday
on its latest independent
senior living facility in
Queens.

The 14-story, 92-unit
building will be home to
more than 100 seniors. The
construction plans include
several “green” features,
such as recycled materials,
timers on exterior lighting
and roofing material that
meets Energy Star stan-
dards.

Seniors earning less
than 60% of the area’s
median income are eligible
for 80% of the units. The
additional 20% will be set
aside for seniors who earn
less than 40% of the area’s
median income.

 Lisa L. Colangelo

JACKSON HEIGHTS
The Queens Smoke-Free
Partnership is sponsoring a
forum tonight on how to
create smoke-free co-ops.

City Councilman Danny
Dromm (D-Jackson
Heights) and Democratic
state Sen. Jose Peralta
(photo) of Jackson Heights
will be part of the 7 p.m.

event at the Jackson
Heights Jewish Center,
37-06 77th St.

Call Dromm’s office at
(718) 803-6373 for details.
To RSVP, email ygiral-
do@council.nyc.gov.

 Nicholas Hirshon

BYNICHOLAS HIRSHON
DAILYNEWS WRITER

HERE COME the Men in Black
—to film inQueens.

The popular franchise starring
WillSmithandTommyLee Jones
as galaxy-defending secret agents
is shooting its third installment at
KaufmanAstoriaStudios.

Sony, which is making “Men
in Black III,” chose the 36th St.
complex because of its “tremen-
dously talented New York-based
crews and the first-rate facility,”
said movie publicist Frances
Fiore.

StudiospokeswomanVanessa
Morin hailed the “terrific
project” for creating production
jobs.

It’s a homecoming of sorts for
the sci-fi action comedy brand,
which has embraced the bor-
ough.

The original 1997 flick famous-
ly re-created two local land-
marks, the New York State Pavil-
ionandUnisphere, for thesetting
of its climactic scene.

The main characters, Agent J
(Smith)andAgentK(Jones), also
drove upside down on the ceiling
of theMidtownTunnel.

That blockbuster grossed
$587millionworldwideandwon
rave reviews. But public interest
sinceseems to havewaned.

A 2002 sequel on the alien-reg-

ulating group earned far less than
theoriginal at about$442million
worldwide, and most critics
panned theplot.

“Men in Black III” isn’t off to a
great start, either.

Hagglingover themovie script
delayed filming foramonth in the
fall, according to the Hollywood
Reporter. Then Sony began
shooting in November with only
oneact completed.

Rumors are swirling that
Smith doesn’t like the writing,
and director Barry Sonnenfeld
keeps clashing with producer

WalterParkes.
Despite those reports, Fiore in-

sisted that work on the threequel
is “proceedingsmoothly.”

“The director and the actors
are friends who have made many
movies together,” she said. “The
production has been going
great.”

It’s unknown whether “Men
in Black III” will include as many
cameos by prominent New York
sitesas theoriginal.

But the new story line appears
to bode well for another Queens
appearance.

In the 1997 flick, a spaceship
flies over a Mets game at Shea
Stadium. The new film calls for
Agent J to go back in time to 1969
—theyear theMetswontheir first
WorldSeries.

Preservationists who slam the
city for neglecting the New York
State Pavilion hope the film will
revisit the site and increase appre-
ciationof the1964World’sFair.

“I would love it,” said John
Piro, 62, of Westbury, L.I. “The
more exposure we get, the better
it is.”

‘Black’ for more!
Sequel to sci-fi
blockbuster will
film in borough

The famed Unisphere will once again serve as a backdrop when “Men in Black III” — featuring Tommy Lee
Jones (l.) and Will Smith — returns to film in Queens. Photo by Everett Collection

BYCLARE TRAPASSO
DAILYNEWS WRITER

TENANTS OF a rent-stabilized Jamaica
building plagued by everything from vermin
and mold to little or no running water may
have thought they’d seen it all.

Theywerewrong.
Raw sewage has been piling up in the build-

ing’s basement since mid-February and spew-
ing into analleyway, tenants said.

City Department of Housing Preservation
and Development officials were refused entry
by the superintendent into the building at
88-22 Parsons Blvd. on Tuesday to make
emergency repairs. And a Department of
Buildings inspectorwasbarredyesterday.

Now, HPD plans to go to court to get a war-
rant allowing the agency on the property, offi-
cials said.

“I’mfuriousbecause thereare37 families in
thisbuilding,” said tenant leaderand longtime
building resident Amy Anderson, 66. “Do you
think thiswouldhappen inForestHills?”

The property has about two dozen open
DOB violations and 147 open HPD viola-
tions,officials said.

“We’re seeing a pattern of violations accru-
ing and not being fixed,” said HPD spokes-
manEricBederman.

Daniel Mcormick, a spokesman for New
York Affordable Housing Associates III, the
landlord, said city officials were denied entry
because they were not accompanied by agen-
cy supervisors. He said only two disgruntled
tenants have complained about building con-
ditions.

But the Daily News has spoken with multi-
pleupset residents in thepast fewmonths.

“These tenants are out to harass the land-

lord regarding anything they can come up
with,” Mcormick said. “We are a responsible
landlord.”

He added that his company has been work-
ingon thesewageproblem since itoccurred.

But building super Jay Alba said work be-
ganTuesday.

“No New Yorker should have to live with
the appalling conditions we see at this build-
ing,” Public Advocate Bill de Blasio said in a
statement. “The landlord’s neglect and at-
tempts to intimidate tenantsare shameful.”

Tenants said they believe the landlord is ne-
glecting timely repairs to push out those in
rent-stabilizedunits.

Rent-stabilized tenant Sergio Gonzalez,
69, whose windows overlook the human ex-
crement-crusted alley, called the situation
“disgusting.”

“I keep all my windows closed . . . and I still
smell it,”hesaid.

City raises stink over ‘disgusting’ bldg.

QUEENS BUREAU 
(718) 793-3328
queensnews@
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Aries MARCH 21-APRIL 19

If someone wants you to enter
into an agreement that is not totally
aboveboard, don't think about it.
Don’t even hesitate; just say no. When
you operate at the highest degree of
integrity, you will draw likeminded
people to you. If you slip below a level
of honesty, you can invite less-than-
desirable people into your life.

Taurus APRIL 20-MAY 20

Don't think that romance is an easy
street. As you grow and change,
your relationship needs work to stay
harmonious. You must make allowances
to accommodate each other. If a union
is special, it is worth the effort. Life is
about balance, and when you are busy
at work, you can’t put your personal life
on the back burner.

Gemini MAY 21-JUNE 20

You are responsible and like to
move forward. You can also quickly
change direction without being fazed.
You may be concerned about financial
arrangements, but only because you
are uncertain of what will happen next.
Be sure to keep yourself in the loop of
discussions, and don’t assume every-
one else is taking care of business.
You have a guardian angel, but you
also have to take responsibility.

Cancer JUNE 21-JULY 22

Don’t let anyone else influence you
when it concerns crucial decisions
you need to make for yourself. It’s nice
to be looked after on some level, but
there are some things in life that you
just have to attend to yourself. Don’t
give your power to someone else.
You have the skills to handle things
on your own, so keep it that way.

Leo JULY 23-AUG. 22

You can be strong and tough, but
you also have a soft, sensitive side,
which only those closest to you are
privy to. When it’s about business,
you need to project a certain level of
command, so people know you are in
control. Whether a relationship is
personal or professional, it’s best to
share a level of equality and respect.

Virgo AUG. 23-SEPT. 22

Don’t get caught up in groups of
people who like to stand around and
pretend they know what’s going on.
When you listen to gossip, you can
gain insider information. But it can
also provide you with a lot of incorrect
data that is nothing short of rumor,
which can do more damage than good.
Make up your own mind about an
important situation based on the facts.

Libra SEPT. 23-OCT. 22

You like to be in control of your life,
and that’s the way it should be.
Don’t delay; get your plans in place.
Even if opportunities have not yet
presented themselves, you can still
write down your goals and dreams.
It is powerful when you put your
thoughts on paper. For success, it is
paramount to keep a positive attitude.

Scorpio OCT. 23-NOV. 21

Your life is progressing so well now.
Don’t spend much time on the things
you can’t change. When you worry, it
can create enormous stress. Do what
you do best and trust that everything
will work out perfectly. When you try
to race ahead and do everything on
your dream list straight away, it can
cause frustrations. Take one step at a
time and allow the chess game of life
to take place.

Sagittarius NOV. 22-DEC.21

Planet movement can make anything
possible this week, but remember life
provides triumphs and challenges, both
of which lead to your destination. Be
flexible and go with the flow if your
well-thought-out plans change. Tune
in to your instincts and be open to
following signs of synchronicity.

Capricorn DEC. 22-JAN. 19

If you have had words with someone
in your personal life or perhaps there
has been a communication mixup, now
is the time to clear it up. It could be a
mistake to leave something unsaid and
think it will go away if you ignore it. If
the situation reoccurs, resentment can
set in and cause irreparable damage
between you and another. Act now,
before it's too late.

Aquarius JAN. 20-FEB. 18

This is a good week to be productive,
so stay focused on the highest level of
importance. Set your day planner and
don’t get distracted. Of course, if your
boss wants something taken care of
immediately, that’s a different matter,
but anyone else can stand in line and
wait their turn. You are on a mission,
and nobody should interfere.

Pisces FEB. 19-MARCH 20

It seems like everyone wants to see
you, ask for advice or knock on your
door for something that they consider
urgent. You have a whole list of
important jobs of your own to do, so
don’t be quick to offer someone your
assistance. It’s great to be popular,
but if you continue to let interruptive
behavior encroach on your time, other
people will think that it’s all okay. To
ensure that you can stay productive,
lay down some ground rules.

All city parking rules
are in effect today and tomorrow.

Gridlock Sam will join thousands of
Mets fans at home opening day at Citi
Field 4 p.m. Friday. The unique start time
is a break for drivers. The afternoon
peak will be during game time, so it’ll be
an easier drive to the ballpark. The usual
highways — Grand Central Parkway, Van
Wyck Expressway and Long Island Ex-
pressway and the usual local streets —
Northern Blvd., College Point Blvd., 126th
St. and Roosevelt Ave., will see heavier
congestion after 2 p.m. The game will let
out at the tail end of rush hour around
7 p.m.

Avoid the high price of parking and
traffic and grab an express 7 train to Citi
Field. However, because express 7 trains
run to Queens during the p.m. rush,
there will be no postgame super express
7. Gridlock Sam’s taking the E/M (which
run express in Queens) to 74th St.-
Roosevelt and grabbing a local (and less
crowded) 7 train from there.

The Long Island Rail Road is offering
plenty of service on the Port Washington
Branch, just two stops from Penn Sta-
tion. It’s more expensive, but twice as
fast. Riders on other branches can trans-
fer at Woodside.

The Yankees play a rare 1 p.m. week-
day game in the Bronx on Thursday. As
the morning rush winds down, it’ll pick
right back up around 11 a.m. on the
George Washington Bridge, Bruckner
Expressway, Major Deegan and Cross
Bronx. Postgame traffic will merge with
rush hour traffic, so be forewarned.

Follow more gridlock at
www.twitter.com/GridlockSam.

FROM THE MAILBAG
Dear readers,

It’s with great sadness that I announce
the loss of a transportation legend, my
good friend and former colleague Arthur
Asserson. Arthur was a mentor to me; as
a young engineer I was amazed at his
knowledge of all things in municipal
engineering. Arthur was part of the
Greatest Generation and served on the
Lexington from 1942 to 1946. He was
with Gen. MacArthur when the Japanese
surrendered. Arthur succeeded Robert
Moses as city construction coordinator.
If you look around at public works built
from the 1940s to the 1980s, there’s an
excellent chance Arthur had a hand in it.
My condolences go to his wife, Minerva,
his son Brian, grandchildren, other fami-
ly, friends and former colleagues. He will
surely be missed.

Gridlock Sam

 GRIDLOCK SAM
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For current forecasts and data, go to www.NYDailyNews.com/weather

Sunset: 7:27 p.m.
Tomorrow’s 

sunrise 6:29 a.m.

TODAY: Chance for morning 
showers.
High 52, low 40.

TOMORROW: Increasing clouds, 
chance for showers late.
High 49, low 38.

SATURDAY: Partly cloudy.
High 52, low 44.

SUNDAY: Partly sunny.
High 60, low 50.

Air Quality: Good, 34 out of 300
(Recorded 2 p.m. Wednesday).
Particle Pollution: Good, 28 out of 300
Today’s Ultraviolet Index: Moderate, 4 out of 11

Yesterday: Max 55 at 1:48 p.m. Min 38 at  6:25 a.m. 
Normal 49. Ave. (from April 1) 0.00 degrees.
Heating degree days: Yesterday 18; Total (month) 
99. Total (season) 4403.

Sam Schwartz is a former city first
deputy transportation commissioner. He
is also a consultant to the private sector
and government. Gridlock Sam is pub-
lished Sunday through Friday. If you
have a traffic question, please write to
Gridlock Sam, N.Y. Daily News, 450 W.
33rd St., New York, N.Y. 10001, or E-mail:
info@gridlocksam.com

NYDailyNews.com/horoscopes

If it’s your birthday
Happy birthday, Aries!

Nothing is surer in life than
change, and you are smart
enough to know it is necessary
to make progress with your goals.
Business is important, of course,
but a happy home life is just as
necessary for balance.

WANT MORE? Forecasts, free reports and advice at NYDailyNews.com/horoscopes
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